
The future is already here – 
it’s just not evenly distributed.

William Gibson

Hadley Wickham, Rice University
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Scales for the ordinate and abscissa should be 
adopted such that the mean behavior of  the 
phenomena corresponds, for the tangent to the 
curve, to an inclination of  forty-five degrees; 

Comparisons by areas should be used sparingly for they 
have the disadvantage of  misleading the reader even 
when drawn according to incontestable geometric 
principles

For cartograms, either five shades of  a single color 
or a two-color system should be used; for the latter 
system, red should denote variations above the mean 
and blue below, with the mean division in white

1901
 International Institute of Statistics
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This report was torn to pieces
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1937

Recent development in graphic methods

Three-dimensional graphics

“As for diagrams in three dimensions, at which 
we have seen many attempts,notably those of  
M. Berg in Stockholm and of  M. Perozzo in 
Rome,they are ingenious tours de force, which 
we amateurs and experts, ought to admire and 
cover with eulogies but not imitate if  we 
are practical people.”

Funkhouser
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Willard Cope Brinton
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Kenneth Haemler
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Mary Spear
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